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Letter from the Executive Director
Advisers:

I think we can all agree that 2016 was not a great year for the mainstream media, and some-
thing has to change. 

We—as educators—are helping shape the next generation of journalists, writers, filmmakers, 
etc., and it is our job to ensure that the change that's made is for the better. We want our stu-
dents to be at the forefront of the battle. We want them to do what's right. We want them to 
be the change, and that's what this year's convention will be all about.

The Arkansas Scholastic Press Association is also changing. We have added film. We have up-
dated and altered numerous competition categories. We have added new, exciting members 
to our board. Most important, we have moved from the old snail-mail method of communica-
tion to social media and an online presence.

You will notice a lot of changes this year, and I hope you will embrace them. If you struggle to 
navigate the changes, I'm here for you. Call me or text me at (501) 912-7272, and I will get back 
to you with an answer as soon as possible.

I look forward to seeing you and your staffs April 20 & 21 in Hot Springs. I promise this will be 
a convention like none other, and I promise you and your students will have a great time and 
learn some new things in the process.

Be the change.

Best,

Allen Loibner-Waitkus, MJE
ASPA Executive Director
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This Is Important!
WHAT'S NEW?

ONLINE REGISTRATION

As noted in the letter from the executive director, ASPA has a much stronger online 
presence this year. This packet includes forms you may print and copy if you'd like 
to do things the way they have always been done, but things have been simplified 
because of the website. You can register for convention, register for on-site contests, 
order T-shirts and do a whole lot more on the website. I heavily encourage you to give 
it a shot. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Allen Loibner-Waitkus at (501) 
912-7272.

HOTELS

As always, it is up to you to book your hotel rooms. We have an agreement with the 
Embassy Suites in Hot Springs, and we must meet our room block to avoid massive 
penalty fees. When registering for hotel rooms, please start with the Embassy Suites. 
The rooms hold as many as six students, it's the hotel in which the officer schools stay, 
and it offers a free breakfast.

The number of rooms in ASPA's block at the Embassy Suites are (as always) limited, so 
this year we made arrangements with the Hotel Hot Springs to be the overflow hotel. 
The Hotel Hot Springs used to be the Austin Hotel, but they have completely remod-
eled. If you've stayed at the Austin in the past, don't let your past experience cloud 
your judgment. The Hotel Hot Springs is under new ownership and is a totally different 
hotel than the Austin. It's as close to the convention center as the Embassy Suites and 
also offers free breakfast.

ADDITIONAL CATEGORIES AND UPDATED CRITERIA

While all of these details can be found in the packet for contest information and entry 
forms, some changes are worth noting. 

The scholarship judges have been asking for years that we request household income 
be included on the entry form, so we added it this year. It will not be a major deciding 
factor, but if it comes down to two or three students, the judges wanted to be able to 
take need into consideration.
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ASPA also added Online Newspaper Editor of the Year as a separate category from Print 
Newspaper Editor of the Year. Changes were also made to some of the mail-in contest 
categories, including adding print newspaper feature page design and yearbook cover 
design. The way in which video production (broadcast and film) mail-in, of-the-year 
and All-Arkansas/General Excellence contests will be submitted.

Be sure to look closely at the contest information packet to make sure you are submit-
ting things correctly and meeting all requirements.

NEW ASPA LOGO

The old logo had become a bit dated, and it was time for a change. While the old logo 
served ASPA well for more than ten years, the new one is a vast improvement. You be 
the judge:

TWO T-SHIRT OPTIONS

Everyone seems to love this year's theme, and the T-shirt design for this year's con-
vention is the favorite convention shirt of people who've purchased ASPA convention 
T-shirts for decades. While the design—sophisticated and clean—features the new 
logo on the back, several people requested a shirt with the new logo featured much 
larger and "Arkansas Scholastic Press Association Est. 1929" included on a shirt. The 
decision was made to offer two T-shirts: what's being called the "Convention T-shirt," 
a navy blue shirt which has this year's theme on the front and ASPA logo on the back, 
and what's being called the "Logo T-shirt," a white shirt with the new ASPA logo much 
larger on the front and includes the "Arkansas Scholastic Press Association Est. 1929) 
under the logo. You and your students are encouraged to purchase either shirt or pick 
up both. The shirts are $15 each (prices are slightly higher for XXL-XXXL) and can be 
purchased on the ASPA website of by using the form included in this packet.

Old Logo (c. 2006)C
New Logo A
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ARKANSAS SCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION
2017 CONVENTION REGISTRATION

April 20 & 21 • Hot Springs, Arkansas
Hot Springs Convention Center

If you register on arkansasscholasticpressassociation.org, there is no reason to use this form. However, 
if you'd like to use this form, it should be completed and mailed to Allen Loibner-Waitkus, ASPA executive 
director, on or before March 13, 2017. Registration forms will be accepted through April 7, 2017, but they 
must include the $25 late fee for each student registered after March 13.

CONVENTION FEESREGISTRATION INFORMATION

School Name: ________________________________________

Adviser’s Name: _______________________________________

School Phone Number: _________________________________

School Mailing Address: _________________________________

City, State & Zip Code: __________________________________

Adviser E-mail Address: _________________________________

Adviser Cell Number: ___________________________________

• Complete this registration form and send it with payment and a typed list 
of those attending to Allen Loibner-Waitkus on or before March 13. Late 
registration will be accepted until April 7, but an additional late fee of $25 
must be added for each student and adviser attending.

• NEW: When typing your list of students, please include the staff on which
they serve and the role on that staff (yearbook photographer, lit mag editor,
etc.). If they are on multiple staffs or have multiple positions of a staff, please
include that in the information provided. ASPA plans to use the information
to better serve students at this and future conventions.

• The Embassy Suites of Hot Springs is the official convention hotel. We 
encourage all attendees to stay at the Embassy Suites. If the Embassy Suites
is full, you are encouraged to stay at our overflow hotel, the Hotel Hot 
Springs. It is your responsibility to book hotel rooms, which are not included
in the convention registration fee.

•If you have any questions, call Allen Loibner-Waitkus at 501.912.7272 or 
email him at aloibnerwaitkus@pulaskitech.edu.

$60 by March 13
$85 if after March 13

This fee includes awards, workshop sessions, 
on-site contests, a banquet and social events.

Number of Students: ____________

+ Number of Advisers: ___________

+Number of Others: _____________

= Total Attending: _______________

@ $60 per person*

= Amount Enclosed:

*Add $25 to registration fee of each member 
attending if returned after March 13.

Advance payment is required.
Please pay all fees with one check.

Refunds cannot be issued.

Total Attending Banquet
Thursday Night: ________________

Number of Vegetarian
Banquet Dinners Required: _______

Register online or send this form with payment 
and typed list of  those attending to:

Allen Loibner-Waitkus, Director
Arkansas Scholastic Press Association
Pulaski Technical College—LR South

13000 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72210

$
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2017 ASPA CONVENTION HOTEL REGISTRATION 
EMBASSY SUITES OF HOT SPRINGS

400 Convention Boulevard
Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901

You MUST reserve your hotel room on or before March 13, 2017, to get the discounted rate and for ASPA 
to receive credit for your room and not pay attrition fees. The earlier you reserve your room, the better. 
Rooms are limited.

HOTEL FEESREGISTRATION INFORMATION

• Each school must make its own reservations at the Embassy 
Suites on or before March 13.

• Advisers will be responsible to see that all telephone calls and 
movies charged to the rooms are paid upon checkout. 

• Rooms with double beds will be assigned on a first-come-first-
served basis to groups of four. The supply of rooms with two 
double beds is always limited. Rooms holding five or six 
students will require students to sleep on sofa beds.

• Cancellations must be made seven days in advance.

• Advisers are responsible for supervising their students while in 
the hotel.

One Person—$187.89*

Two People—$187.89*

Three People—$187.89*

Four People—$187.89*

Five People—$187.89*

Six People—$187.89*

*This amount includes all 
taxes.

HOW TO RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ROOMS

If you plan to pay be credit card, go to arkansasscholasticpressassociation.org, click on "2017 
Convention & Contest Information, click on "Hotel Reservations and then choose "Book 
Rooms at the Embassy Suites." From there you will be redirected to ASPA's page on the 
Embassy Suites website.

If you need to pay with a purchase order or check, call (501) 321-4430 and ask for accounting 
to make arrangements. Be sure you tell them you are with the Arkansas Scholastic Press 
Association to ensure you receive the discounted rate.

If you have any issues while trying to book your rooms, our contact at the Embassy Suites 
is Cris Roberts. While she cannot make reservations, she may be able to help you with any 
issues.
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2017 ASPA CONVENTION & CONTEST
ON-SITE REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Anita Stafford, CJE, ASPA On-site Contests Director
ABSOLUTELY FINAL DEADLINE: March 13, 2017

To register for on-sites, simply go to arkansasscholasticpressassociation.org, click on “On-
site Contest Registration” under the “2017 Convention & Contest Information” tab and type 
students’ names in the category field for which you want them to be registered. Be sure to 
submit them.

If you have ANY questions about on-site competitions, e-mail them to Anita Stafford at 
aspaonsites.@gmail.com.

Other important information:
 • There is no fee for on-site contests.
 • See the enclosed guide for contest description and judging criteria.
 • Only one student per school may participate in each category, except as noted for 
 broadcast and film teams, photography contests and headlines/captions/copyediting.
 •Each student may participate in only one contest.
 •Students must be registered in advance. There can be no changes or substitutions.
 •Students must bring all supplies needed to complete the assignment, including laptop  
 computers.
 •Wireless Internet access is available for computer-generated categories. ASPA cannot, 
 however, guarantee 100% it will work.

ON-SITE CONTEST CATEGORIES

GENERAL CONTESTS:

Headlines/Captions/Copyediting—Print Newspaper, Online Newspaper & Yearbook
Cartooning

MEDIA-BASED CONTESTS:

Broadcast Anchoring
Broadcast News Writing—You may register two broadcast students.
Broadcast Commercial/Promotional Announcement—You may register two broadcast teams.
Broadcast Stand-Up—You may register two broadcast teams.
Broadcast News Challenge
Broadcast Sports Challenge 
Short Film—You may register two film teams.
Movie Trailer—You may register two film teams.
Music Video—You may register two film teams.
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Silent Film—You may register two film teams.
Convention Recap—You may register two film teams.
Literary Magazine Poetry
Literary Magazine Essay
Literary Magazine Short Story
Literary Magazine Personal Narrative
Literary Magazine Design
Newspaper News Writing
Newspaper Sports Writing
Newspaper Feature Writing
Newspaper Editorial Writing
Newspaper Review Writing
Newspaper Interviewing/Reporting
Newspaper Design
Newspaper Advertising
Yearbook Student-Life Copy
Yearbook Academic Copy
Yearbook Sports Copy
Yearbook People Copy
Yearbook Advertising
Yearbook Design
Yearbook Theme Development

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTESTS:

On-Site Journalistic Enterprise Shooting—Print Newspaper, Online Newspaper & Yearbook
Carry-In Two-Weeks’ Work (Journalistic)—Print Newspaper, Online Newspaper & Yearbook
Carry-In Two-Weeks’ Work (Artistic)—Literary Magazine
Carry-In Sports Photography—Print Newspaper, Online Newspaper & Yearbook
Carry-In Photo Story—Print Newspaper, Online Newspaper & Yearbook

COMPUTER-GENERATED CONTESTS*:

Literary Magazine Design
Newspaper Advertising
Newspaper Design
Newspaper Infographic
Yearbook Academics Design
Yearbook Sports Design
Yearbook Clubs Design
Yearbook Student-Life Design
Yearbook Theme Development
Yearbook Advertising

*Students must be able to save file as a PDF.
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ON-SITE
CONTEST
GUIDE

• Participants must bring all supplies needed to complete the assignment. Students may 
use a dictionary, thesaurus and AP Stylebook. Students may not bring in textbooks or bring 
in previously prepared work.

• Computers may not be used (except in computer-generated and video production catego-
ries). Layout/design assignments should be hand drawn to represent your ideas. Font, type 
size, color and other details may be indicated. Magazines may be brought and cut  to use 
photos, graphics and type to represent copy. This is suggested, but it is not required.

• Writing assignments must be completed on standard-sized paper with pencil or black ink.

• Broadcast and film students must supply their own flash drives for on-site contests.

• Photography contestants should pay special attention to the technological requirements 
for each category.

• Please pay special attention to the new notes relating to computer-generated and photog-
raphy categories. 

GENERAL CONTESTS

HEADLINES/CAPTIONS/COPYEDITING • Students will write headlines for provided stories. Judges will look for 
accurate, informative headlines. Students will use provided information to write captions for provided photos. 
Judges will look for informative copy that describes the action and gives additional information to tell the story 
of the photo. Students will correctly edit a story that contains errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar and style. 
Materials: pencil or pen and paper. Limit one student per ASPA member yearbook, print newspaper and online 
newspaper.

CARTOONING • Students will use a current events story provided to create a cartoon expressing a point of view. 
Judges will look for accuracy, reader appeal and impact. Materials: pen or pencil and plain white paper. Optional 
materials: markers, colored pencils, ruler, etc. Limit one student per school.

MEDIA-BASED CONTESTS
BROADCAST ANCHORING • Students in this contest must write their newscast and deliver it on-camera. Wire copy 
is provided for the news writing portion of this event. Limit one student per school.
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BROADCAST NEWS WRITING • A number of wire copy news stories are given to the students, who then have to 
write an entire newscast utilizing at least three of those stories. Limit two students per school.

BROADCAST COMMERCIAL/PROMOTIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT • Teams will produce an “on-air” promo of the ASPA 
convention. (Schools will need to bring equipment for editing for this contest.) Limit two teams per school.

BROADCAST STAND-UP • Teams of two will receive a news story script with a hole in it. The team will brainstorm 
and shoot a stand-up to fill that hole and serve as a transition between the two parts of the story. No editing is 
allowed. Entries may be submitted on flash drive. Judges will look for journalistic value, accuracy, viewer appeal 
and impact. Materials: camera equipment and flash drive. Limit two teams per school.

BROADCAST NEWS CHALLENGE • Schools will receive a topic by e-mail 10 days before the convention. Teams 
shoot and edit a maximum three-minute news package on the topic. Schools will bring the finished package to 
the convention to turn in for judging. Limit team per school.

BROADCAST SPORTS CHALLENGE • Schools will receive a topic by e-mail 10 days before the convention. Teams 
shoot and edit a maximum three-minute sports news or sports feature package on the topic. Schools will bring 
the finished package to the convention to turn in for judging. Limit one team per school.

SHORT FILM • Schools will receive a topic by e-mail 14 days before the convention. Films should take less than 
five hours to make. Limit two teams.

MOVIE TRAILER • Students will receive a prompt and make a movie trailer no longer than 60 seconds at conven-
tion. Limit two teams.

MUSIC VIDEO • Schools will receive a choice of music (ASPA provided) by e-mail 14 days before the convention. 
Limit two teams.

SILENT FILM • Schools will receive a prompt and create a silent film no longer than 90 seconds at convention. 
Limit two teams.

CONVENTION RECAP • Schools will receive a prompt by e-mail 14 days before the convention. Teams will shoot 
footage before and during convention. Films should be 30 to 90 seconds.

LITERARY MAGAZINE POETRY • Students will be given a choice of prompts to use in creating a poem of 10-20 
lines. Judges will look for creative imagery, description and literary appeal. Materials: pen or pencil and paper. 
Limit one student per school.

LITERARY MAGAZINE ESSAY • Students will be given a choice of prompts to use in creating an essay. Judges will 
look for interesting description and detail, imagery and other literary writing techniques that make an interesting 
essay. Materials: pen or pencil and paper. Limit one student per school.

LITERARY MAGAZINE SHORT STORY • Students will be given a choice of prompts to use in creating a short story. 
Judges will look for literary writing techniques that make an interesting story. Materials: pen or pencil and paper. 
Limit one student per school.

LITERARY MAGAZINE PERSONAL NARRATIVE • Students will be given a choice of prompts to use in creating a 
first-person narrative. Judges will look for interesting descriptions and detail, imagery and other literary writing 
techniques that make a personal narrative interesting. Limit one student per school.

LITERARY MAGAZINE DESIGN • Students will use provided material to create a double-page magazine layout. 
Judges will look for elements presented in an effective manner that follows the rules of design. Materials: pencil 
or pen and layout paper. Optional materials: markers, colored pencils, magazine cutouts, paste, scissors, ruler, 
etc. Limit one student per school.
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NEWSPAPER NEWS WRITING, SPORTS WRITING, FEATURE WRITING • Students will use provided information to 
complete a story. Judges will look for accuracy, objectivity, description, an interesting lead, informative and 
effective use of quotes, good transitions and a strong conclusion. Materials: pencil or pen and standard paper. 
Limit one student per school per category.

NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL WRITING • Students will use provided information and take a stand on an issue. Judges 
will look for a concise explanation of the news development, explanation of the staff’s view with recommended 
action, supporting evidence, rebuttal of the other side, and a strong conclusion restating the staff’s opinion. 
Materials: pencil or pen and paper. Limit one student per school.

NEWSPAPER REVIEW WRITING • Students will be presented with something (a musical composition, food item, 
work of art, piece of writing, etc.) and review of the work as a whole. Judges will look for an interesting lead, 
explanation of significant features of the item, a discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of the item with 
specific examples and a strong conclusion. Materials: pencil or pen and paper. Limit one student per school.

NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWING/REPORTING • Students will participate in a press conference and interview. They 
will then write a feature story on the topic. Judges will look for accuracy, objectivity, description, an interesting 
lead, informative quotes, good transitions and a strong conclusion. Materials: pencil or pen and paper. Limit one 
student per school.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING • Students will use provided information to create two display ads. Judges will look 
for attractive ads that effectively sell a product or service. Materials: pencil or pen. Optional materials: markers, 
colored pencils, rulers, etc. Limit one student per school.

NEWSPAPER DESIGN • Students will use provided material to create a newspaper design. Judges will look for el-
ements presented in a manner that follows the rules of column and modular design. Materials: pencil or pen and 
layout paper. Optional materials: markers, colored pencils, magazine cutouts, paste, scissors, ruler, etc. Limit 
one student per school.

YEARBOOK STUDENT-LIFE COPY, ACADEMIC COPY, SPORTS COPY, PEOPLE COPY • Students will use provided 
information to create a feature story appropriate to the specific section of the yearbook. Judges will look for 
accuracy, objectivity, description, an interesting lead, informative quotes, good transitions and a strong conclu-
sion. Materials: pencil or pen and standard paper. Limit one student per school per category.

YEARBOOK DESIGN • Students will use provided material to create a double-page layout appropriate to a specific 
section of the yearbook (student life, academics or sports). Judges will look for elements presented in a manner 
that follows the rules of column and modular design. Materials: pencil or pen and layout paper. Optional materi-
als: markers, colored pencils, magazine cutouts, paste, scissors, ruler, etc. Limit one student per school.

YEARBOOK ADVERTISING • Students will use provided information to create two display ads. Judges will look 
for attractive ads that effectively sell a product or service. Materials: pencil or pen. Optional materials: markers, 
colored pencils, rulers, etc. Limit one student per school.

YEARBOOK THEME DEVELOPMENT • Students will use provided information to create a yearbook theme packet 
to include a cover sketch, an endsheet design, and a title page design. Judges will look for contemporary design 
and graphic techniques that reveal the spirit of the year. Copy writing is no longer included in this category. 
Materials: pencil or pen and layout paper. Optional materials: markers, colored pencils, magazine cutouts, paste, 
scissors, ruler, etc. Limit one student per school.

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTESTS

NOTE: To better assist judges, any student entering any photographic carry-in on-site competition should 
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include a CD or flash drive containing JPG versions of the images to be judged. The images should be at least 
72 dpi and 8x10 in size. The CD or flash drive should be in a sleeve (for protection) and should not have the 
student’s name or school written on it. The student will write his or her contest entry number on the CD or 
flash drive when he or she turns it in for judging. Please make sure the CD or flash drive works and the images 
open before leaving for the convention. HARD COPIES OF PHOTOS WILL NOT BE JUDGED.

ON-SITE ENTERPRISE SHOOTING—DIGITAL • Photographers will provide their own digital cameras and memory 
devices.  They will be given a convention related topic to be photographed in a manner believed to be most ef-
fective.  The images should demonstrate the photographer’s knowledge of exposure, lighting, composition, good 
focus and story-telling ability.  Only 24 images may be turned in at deadline time. Judges will look for imagina-
tive subject matter with clear message, photo composition, visual impact, simplicity, effective cropping, light-
ing and variety. Materials: digital camera with removable memory device. Limit one student per ASPA member 
yearbook, print newspaper and online newspaper.

CARRY-IN TWO-WEEKS’ WORK—JOURNALISTIC • Students will submit a CD with five images. See the note above 
for more details. Judges will look for journalistic quality, imaginative subject matter with clear message, photo 
composition, visual impact, simplicity, effective cropping, lighting and variety. Note: This category is intended for 
journalistic photography only—not artistic. Limit one student per ASPA member yearbook, print newspaper and 
online newspaper.

CARRY-IN TWO-WEEKS’ WORK—ARTISTIC • Students should include a CD containing the three images. See the 
note above for more details.  Judges will look for artistic value, imaginative subject matter with clear message, 
photo composition, visual impact, simplicity, effective cropping, lighting and variety. Note: This category is in-
tended for artistic photographs only—not journalistic. Limit one student per ASPA member literary magazine.

CARRY-IN SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY • Students will submit three sports images taken during the 2015-2017 school 
year. Students should include a CD containing three images for competition. See the note above for more details. 
Limit one student per ASPA member yearbook, print newspaper and online newspaper.

CARRY-IN PHOTO STORY • Students will submit five images taken of a single event during the 2015-2017 school 
year. Judges will look for imaginative subject matter with clear message, photo composition, visual impact, sim-
plicity, effective cropping, lighting and variety. Photos entered in this category should not be of sporting events. 
Students should include a CD containing the five images for competition. See the note above for more details. 
Limit one student per ASPA member yearbook, print newspaper and online newspaper.

COMPUTER-GENERATED CONTESTS

NOTE: Entrants must bring their own computers with USB ports. Students should supply their own comput-
ers with that run on battery power. ASPA is aware that not all staffs have laptops available to them, so a very 
limited number of electrical outlets will be available on a first-come-first-serve basis. Extension cords, power 
strips, etc. will NOT be supplied by ASPA and are, therefore, the responsibility of the student. ENTRIES MUST 
BE SAVED TO A PDF FILE AND MOVED TO A THUMB DRIVE SUPPLIED BY ASPA.

ANOTHER NOTE: The Internet will be made available to students in the computer-generated on-site contests. 
Students may use traditional programs (InDesign, etc.) or online design programs (YearTech Online, eDesign, 
Online Design, Studio Works, etc.). Students may not, however, use any pre-designed templates or elements. 
Using pre-designed templates or ANY pre-designed element will be disqualified. In the past, the wireless 
Internet in the convention center hasn’t worked during on-site contests. ASPA has no control over this. Please 
have a backup plan just in case.

LITERARY MAGAZINE DESIGN • Students will use provided material to create a double-page magazine layout. 
Judges will look for elements presented in an effective manner that follows the rules of design. Limit one entry 
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per school.

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING • Students will use provided information to create a display ad. Judges will look for 
attractive ads that effectively sell a product or service. Limit one entry per school.

NEWSPAPER DESIGN• Students will use provided material to create a newspaper design. Judges will look for ele-
ments presented in a manner that follows the rules of column and modular design.  Limit one entry per school.

NEWSPAPER INFOGRAPHIC DESIGN • Students will use provided information to create an informational graphic 
in any program they choose as long as it is saved as a PDF. Limit one entry per school.

YEARBOOK ACADEMICS DESIGN, SPORTS DESIGN, CLUBS DESIGN, STUDENT-LIFE DESIGN• Students will use 
provided material to create a double-page layout appropriate to the specific section of the yearbook. Judges will 
look for elements presented in a manner that follows the rules of column and modular design. Limit one entry 
per school per category.

YEARBOOK THEME DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN • Students will use provided information to create a yearbook 
theme packet to include a cover sketch, an endsheet design and a title page design. Judges will look for contem-
porary design and graphic techniques that reveal the spirit of the year. Copy writing is no longer included in this 
category. Limit one entry per school.

YEARBOOK ADVERTISING• Students will use provided information to create a display ad. Judges will look for 
attractive ads that effectively sell a product or service. Limit one entry per school.
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TENTATIVE
SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, APRIL 20

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 Vendor & College Fair 

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 Convention Registration

11:00 - 4:00 p.m.
 Adviser Reception/Hospitality Room 

11:00 - 4:p.m.
 Broadcast & Film On-Site Contests

Noon - 1:15 p.m.
 Opening & Awards Ceremony I

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 Traditional On-Site Contests

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 Workshop Session I

3:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 Awards Ceremony II

4:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 Workshop Session II

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Awards Banquet

9:00 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.
 Student Dance & Alternate Event

9:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
 AJAA Meeting & Adviser Social

FRIDAY, APRIL 21

8:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
 Workshop Session III

9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
 Workshop Session IV

10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
 Workshop Session V 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
 Closing & Awards Ceremony



16 • 2017 Convention Registration Packet • ARKANSAS SCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION

CONVENTION T-SHIRT ORDER FORM
Convention T-shirts must be ordered on or before March 13, 2017. Convention T-shirts can 
be ordered on the ASPA website and paid for by check by selecting "2017 ASPA Convention 
T-shirts" under "2017 Convention & Contest Information," paid for with a credit card by 
selecting "ASPA T-shirt Orders for Convention" under Online Payments on the ASPA website 
or by filling out this form and mailing it with payment to Allen Loibner-Waitkus, ASPA Direc-
tor, Pulaski Technical College—LR South, 13000 Interstate 30, Little Rock, AR 72210.

Adviser: School:

Phone Number: Email:

@ $15 each
S

@ $15 each
M

@ $15 each
L

@ $15 each
XL

@ $16 each
XXL

@ $17 each
XXXL

Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered

Total Number of T-shirts Ordered: Amount Paid:
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ASPA LOGO T-SHIRT ORDER FORM
ASPA Logo T-shirts must be ordered on or before March 13, 2017. ASPA Logo T-shirts can be 
ordered on the ASPA website and paid for with a credit card by selecting "ASPA Logo T-shirt 
Orders" under Online Payments on the ASPA website or by filling out this form and mail-
ing it with payment to Allen Loibner-Waitkus, ASPA Director, Pulaski Technical College—LR 
South, 13000 Interstate 30, Little Rock, AR 72210.

Adviser: School:

Phone Number: Email:

@ $15 each
S

@ $15 each
M

@ $15 each
L

@ $15 each
XL

@ $16 each
XXL

@ $17 each
XXXL

Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered Number Ordered

Total Number of T-shirts Ordered: Amount Paid:
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2017 ASPA
OFFICER
SCHOOLS

PRESIDENT
FORT SMITH SOUTHSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

Susan Colyer, MJE, Adviser

VICE PRESIDENT
LITTLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
Carol Holiman & Roy Vaughn, Advisers

SECRETARY
JESSIEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Erin Radke, Adviser

MEDIA SCHOOL
FAYETTEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Bryant Allen & Lesley Allen, Advisers

HOST SCHOOL
RUSSELLVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Allicia Nodurfth, Adviser
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ARKANSAS SCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION
2018 OFFICER SCHOOL APPLICATION

Must be postmarked on or before
March 6, 2017

The majority of the work at convention is done by the advisers and staffs of the officer schools, and ASPA heavily 
encourages schools to run. Officer schools are elected at convention the year before they take office. If your 
school is interested in running for office, you, as the adviser, should call Allen Loibner-Waitkus at (501) 912-7272 
to discuss duties and campaigning procedures. To simplify things, here’s a quick list of requirements to think 
about before running:
 • Your staff must be a current ASPA member.
 • Your staff must attend the 2017 convention in Hot Springs.
 • Your staff must attend the 2018 convention in a yet-to-be-determined city in Arkansas.
 • Your staff (or at least a portion of your staff members) will need to stay in the hotel the night of and the
     night before convention to help prepare.

If your staff is interested, please fill out the information below and mail it on or before March 6, 2017, to:
ALLEN LOIBNER-WAITKUS, ASPA DIRECTOR

Pulaski Technical College—LR South
13000 Interstate 30

Little Rock, AR 72210

 

School Name:___________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Adviser(s):______________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s) of Adviser(s):_____________________________________________________

Signature(s) of Adviser(s):__________________________________________________________

Your School’s Staff(s) willing to serve (circle all that apply):

    Broadcast     Film     Literary Magazine     Online Newspaper     Print Newspaper     Yearbook

ASPA Office Sought:

                             President     Vice President     Secretary     Media School

While it is the duty of the board to decide each year what the exact duties of the officer schools are, generally some of the duties are as follows:
 President—Creates the convention theme, designs programs, runs registration, announces some winners, etc.
 Vice President—Decorates for and seats students at the awards banquet,  etc.
 Secretary—Helps print certificates, hands out certificates, etc.
 Media School—Creates slide shows, helps with AV equipment, assists speakers, etc.
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ASPA Has a New Address!
DON'T FORGET

One last thing: Because ASPA's executive director, Allen Loibner-Waitkus, has 
moved from Pulaski Technical College's main campus in North Little Rock to its 
location in Little Rock, ASPA's address has changed. Please mail any forms, 
payments, etc. to:

Allen Loibner-Waitkus, ASPA Director
Pulaski Technical College—LR South

13000 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72210


