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Any high school journalism student, whose adviser is a 
member of the Journalism Education Association, is 
eligible to apply.  

Who

JOY celebrates the work of one high school student per 
state. State winners are then allowed to compete for the 
title of national JOY.  

What

The Arkansas deadline is February 1.  Arkansas’s winner 
must submit their national portfolio by March 15.  

When

Your hard work in high school journalism deserves 
recognition.  You deserve to be recognized for the long 
hours, the crazy deadlines and the camera that was 
attached to your side throughout high school.  

Why

JOY entrants will create a website outlining their work in 
11 categories.  Once complete, students will submit their 
website at http://yearbook411.com/joyapplication/ 
Please note there is no “www.”

How

THE PRIZES

THE BASICS

The national JOY will win a $3,000 scholarship.  
$3,000

Up to 8 runners-up will each win a $850 scholarship.   
$850

You should highlight your use of a variety of sources and the quality of your 
interview skills. Evidence can include - but is not limited to - stories, interviews, 
alternative coverage, broadcast packages, reflective essays, or any combination 
of the above that has been published during your high school career.  

News Gathering

You’ll want to showcase your writing through a variety of media.  That can include 
- but is not limited to - newspaper articles, feature articles, broadcast scripts, web 
features, yearbook stories or opinion pieces that have been published during 
your high school career.  You’ll be judged on the quality of writing including 
sourcing, avoidance of bias, organization, etc. 

Writing

The judge will be looking for evidence that you are critically viewing writing and 
working to correct grammar, organization, word choice, accuracy, etc.  They’ll 
also be looking for consistent AP style usage or media/school specific style 
usage. You can demonstrate this by showcasing stories before and after editing, 
sharing copies of stories with your corrections, including a video of you editing a 
piece with a student writer or any other way you can think of.  

Editing

You’ll demonstrate your knowledge of design elements like contrast, repetition, 
alignment, eye lines, dominance, etc. Make sure you choose pieces where 
the design helps convey information rather than hinders its intake.  You can 
include newspaper, magazine, yearbook or any other printed work that you have 
designed.  Both traditional and alternative coverage design are valid artifacts.  

Design

JUDGED 
CATEGORIES

Video, audio, or a combination of the two that have been 
published during your high school career are eligible.  Judges 
will look for quality audio and video as well as editing that is 
purposeful and not distracting.  

Multimedia Broadcast

Judges will look for timely coverage that uses the flexibility 
of the web to tell stories in multiple formats.  Any content 
published during your high school career is appropriate.  

Web

This section includes a self-reflective essay, resume, and 
recommendation letters.   Here you’ll explain your growth as 
a journalist and human. This is also a place to outline any 
journalistic obstacles you’ve faced

Candidate Background

Judges will look at the aesthetic and journalistic quality of your images.  Caption 
quality will also be judged.  Any published image from your high school career 
can be submitted.  

Photojournalism

You will showcase your leadership skills related to leading the staff, acting as a 
liaison between the staff and adviser, and ensuring your publication reflects the 
diversity of your school.  Evidence can include - but are not limited to - lessons 
you’ve taught, meeting minutes, reflective essays, etc. 

Leadership and Team Building

Judges will ensure none of the work you’ve shared avoids unprotected speech. 
You can also demonstrate proficiency in this area through an essay detailing your 
experiences and decision making process.  

Law and Ethics

Demonstrating an awareness of their own bias, how to avoid it, and how to find 
reputable sources to avoid source bias.  Evidence can include - but isn’t limited 
to - stories you’ve written and reflective pieces explaining your reporting process.  

News Literacy

You should show that you are aware of your publication’s audience and its 
experiences.  You should take that awareness a step further and use it to plan 
your coverage, marketing, fund raising and social media usage.  Evidence can 
include a reflective essay, social media posts, marketing materials, etc.  

Entrepreneurship

Even though JEA calls this the reflection section, this is really about using 
journalism to better the world.  You need to show how your journalism gave 
voice to the voiceless,  enables positive change and impacts the reader and 
community in a powerful way.  

Reflection



FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS
Q: Do I really need to have evidence of all 13 categories? 
A: Absolutely not. Many winners haven’t had entries for all 
13 categories.  The more areas you have quality content 
for the higher your score, but the judges recognize that 
every student can’t do every thing.   
Q: Where can I find more information?
A: You can always check out the JOY portion of the JEA 
website at jea.org/wp/home/awards-honors/journalist-
of-the-year/. You can also email journalismteach@
gmail.com. 
Q: What’s JEA? 
A: The Journalism Education Association supports free 
and responsible scholastic journalism. We host curriculum, 
an online listserv, a variety of scholastic journalism 
resources, co-host two national  journalism conferences a 
year and host a summer advisers’ academy.  
Q: What if my adviser isn’t a member of JEA? 
A: Talk to them about the benefits of joining.  JEA is the 
largest group advocating for scholastic journalism on the 
national level, the resources are phenomenal, it provides a 
national professional learning community for teachers that 
are typically the only ones in their school teaching this 
content, AND their membership allows you to compete.  
Q: Is there scholarship money for winning the Arkansas 
JOY? 
A: Winning at the state level is required before you can 
compete for the national JOY.  Unfortunately, there is no 
monetary award at the state level, but it is the first step in 
winning the title of national JOY and $3,000.
Q: Do you have to be a senior to enter?
A: Yes. This contest is meant to showcase your best work 
from your time in journalism. That means you need to be 
able to pull content from as many years as possible to 
compete with the best chance of winning.

ALL-STATE 
JOURNALISM

For too long, journalism students haven’t gotten the credit 
they deserve.  Journalism students across the state put 
in the work and the hours to produce amazing publica-
tions that help to tell the story of their school.  We want to 
honor that work. 

Q: Do you have to be an editor to have a chance to win?
A: No!  Leadership is only 6% of the total point value 
on the rubric.  The more points you can rack up the 
better your odds, but being an editor is certainly not a 
requirement to win.  
Q: I don’t know how to create a webpage, what do I do?
A: You are welcome to create your webpage using 
whatever platform you choose, but JEA has created a 
tutorial for doing so with wordpress.  You can find it at 
http://jea.org/wp/home/awards-honors/journalist-of-
the-year/setting-up-a-wordpress-online-portfolio/
Q: Are there example portfolios I can see?
A: You can find the 2018 National JOY portfolio here: 
https://christinefortjtoday.wordpress.com/
You can find the 2017 National JOY portfolio here: https://
meghanbobrowsky.wordpress.com/
You can find the 2016 National JOY portfolio here: https://
kellenbrowning.wordpress.com/
Q: I don’t know how to create a webpage, what do I do?
A: You can find the national and state rubric here: jea.org/
wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2017_JOY_RUBRIC_
FINAL.pdf

JEA is proud to announce that beginning in the ‘18-’19 school year, we will be selecting an All-State Journalism 
team.  Membership will be selected from the top 10-20% of JOY applicants.  


